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Juaritn 3. villey
Poesnhontae vounty
vhiapter B Yroneportation

dpilroad

’Sdizor valvin 4. frices recent sound off on the radio

" . -
from New lork bringe & letter rom (X nobert uarle of

Ruridn, kansas, with reminiscences O the building of the

ureenbrier xailway in 1899. 2e Wwas a foreman with the J. Yo

Strang uompeny the rirst contractor who arrived in september,

{r camp of Tine army tenss stlvaged from the

18v9; pitched the

recent openish ame ‘icen wer, and began operations & mile

below Marlinton at the kKee Flace on 5till nouse Run (now

Stillwell), running into & lot of rattle snekes and copper-

is the first day in the jungles.

~ine outfit or big mMissouri mules and dreft P

h"-.rl

b

Thers “as &a

horses t> ope~snte the plows and screpers. this being before

-

the daye of cteam shov:ls, end the crew via: meinly chioveds

=y

~uited for the duration of the job in sorth

and virginis, wh> were held in & sort OFf benevaigg$f

fSs.liote~ 1 have always heard it said thet
EEO%, tut ther vers Just duried snd no question

“F. aurle stje toat 20 Ior oo he is tvare he
e nov Living 91 Strenge’ forepen and bosses. |
ivizg 15 retlremsnt from oonetruction Fﬂeib.f%;
peem T0 Neve met vith pome more or hn j P
streig wes killed in & .

B e



the paper, is & witness to the

gl
(J

by dr. zarle, end dissected

1
museum oI netursl nistory:
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qailronds in Focuhoniat

liarlinton

— Ghosnpenke and Ohio Anilrond

—— @ptearn dnryland snilroad

— gt dirgioin fulp nnd Peper wo.



Jusniza 2. Dlley
Yoerhontas wounty
vhapter B eection 2¢

pHE RAILROAD IN POCAHONTAS COURTY

1890, volonel John . leuraw of uwrafton

In December,
vy and purchesed the farm known as

mede a vieit to this count
ythis purchase of the town site

Marlins pottom for & town size.
was the first intimation that the county people had of & R
proposed reilvay development. ihe plan was that the vamden '
System of railroads was =0 be extended up the villiems =xniver,
end to Marlintén.

across the divide at the head of Stony vreek,
It wes & part of the plan that the Checapeeke and Uhio
reilroed would build an extension from the Hot Springs to
Marlinton end connect with the camden Xosd at that plece.

vhe town of Marlinton WAaS 1eid off in town lots in
1891, end widely advertised &s & place where & town could be
built. the building of a railroad was regarded as a certeinty.
t Company was chartered and took @& .

v

"-"‘—‘ 48
Ll

The Pocehontes Developmen
deed for 640 scres on which the town was to be built-:.g},

They put veluable improvments @on it. An offer of 00 to
be epplied on & new court house was mede, if the peopl of
the c¢ounty would chenge the county seat from Hunter!
tarlinton. The election held in the fall of 1891 g
gounty seet to Marlinton, which at that hime had a |

of one hundred people,

ihe ra'lroad was not built at that time b

& money panic which came to the county. volonel !
fnvested largely in londs st Vurdbin and eleew

A

aa

gounty never cemred to try to intersat oaj

u..'" 'n‘ s tl" t‘ “"l” t_. 4 r".l .‘ ’




11ed to the natural grnde for & rnilrond

nie attention was ca
so he had a survey made from Roncevert

up ureenbrier niver, .
and it was on this location

$10,000.
rwards built.
of the Chesopeake and Ohio

ranch of the main line at

to Marlinton at a cost of
that the railroad was afte

1the Greenbrier Division
It is & b

nailway was begun in 1899.
whitcomb, ureonbrier vounty, end extehds northward acrose this
county into Pocahontas county. following the Crecnbrier xiver
ts> its northern termination at Winterburn Station(ihornwood
2. 0. ) At Durbin it connects with the Western maryland xailvay.
[t was completed to sarlinton in 1900. w+he arrival ot the
first train to that place in that same year WeE made a public

end barbecued beef emd

ceremony. Some thousands gathered here

had = celebration. ' That night when they returned to xoncever

they told that when the train got to iinrlinton that the gre

¢rowd gathered around the locomotive and thatrihe .““““1"“‘
requested them to giverhim room to turn around they

& space of some acres. L'his of course was only & 10C

enecdote.
N

5 " the treck was completed to vass in 1901, tau«
in 1902, snd to Winterburn in 1905. tThe complatiﬂggg;-
railrosd morked o nev era in the prosperity of P
esunty, end hee continued to be one of the most ;.';'c
sseets in the county. '

in reply o an {nquiry rcprna. t
firet operstion, and track llﬂ.ln.
freatlent, supplied the follow

-5-_4.,_..

o —osee S

J s



"rhe consruction of the branch began in June,1899, and wes
completed in June, 1906. The date of the first operation of
trains over the Greenbrier Branch in 2ocghontas county was in
1900. the milage of this brench in Pocshontas county, %. Va.
with 12.73 miles of sidings."

is, main line, 65.5 miles,
Iin 1905 from a report by the Secretary of State
ond property in \est virginis

on the assessed valuation of railr
gnd O. x#ailroad in Pocehontas

the ureenbrier Brahch > the Ce
Pocahontas county- 62.95 niles

county was given as follows:
per mile, meking a totel value

main line at a velue of £3,630.
508.50. length of siding-- 9.37 miles

of msin line of 228,
per mile. Zotal of sidings £15,460.50.

et a velue of $1,650.
rotal velue of tools end machinery,v440.00

vslue of buildings end real estete $4,620.00
telegreph ~ine-- v4 miles &t & total value of $2,240.00 e _‘

property--v320,514.00

urand total of all taxable




in five years, 1900 to 1905, Jocn™ » tas uount: chenged

frorm being one 2f the few countiec in the state without a

reilrocd to the count: havir, the grestest railrond milage in

the =tate. 1he county began to develsp at ouce. from 1900 to

1910 Zocahontes hed rn increase in population of TS wWhich was

larzely iue to the construction of the roilroad. “urmber towne
gprang up 611 slong the route and boaing daye for the county
began. Marlinton chenged from = TOWR of 171 people to ona with
1,045 by 1910 snd to 1,117 in 14520, vhe vreenbrier Tumnery of the
sew tork was built at sarlinton in 1901,

Union rsnning vompany of

end employed eround 150 men. she Focahoutas IRunery at srank

the completion of the railroand to trat plrce.

wes built soon afte-
1he farmers now hsd & way to get thelr cntle, sheep, poultry

it

&nd other railrosd centere out of the county and h!ﬂ% 1

by wagon trein. Since there were Iour passenges traius per

up &nd down the grecnbrier Hiver much ol the trliﬁ%ﬁ

by train until the coming or the automobile &nd §

it more convinient to travel by sutomobile.

noncevert in tre forenoen and back dovm in the aft
hee & gueoldne engine instend of steam. the frei;
oue dsy &1l bock dovn the next.

the etations anda poetorfices are as :
Zutering Pocuhontes on broop lountein :
the riret etop ie i

b"rd--'.-- mee--- - - .' F;_ |':' TR

ELT 7T 3 T
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5C.Y rmiles Trom =oncevert

SUcCkeje-=-==~=- 5.0 * " »

darlinton----- - 58,9 = - -

Clover lick----- 5.9 N » -

Sitlington------ 79.7 - " -

Capg—cereeraccnca 83.5 - . >
Hostermen------ 90,9 " 7 ¥ 3

Boyer (Nottingram 2.0,)

LD e o TR R S S, 98 .4 " " "

Bartow-e-eemenaaa 3I00.9 " " o b

Winterburn(Thornwood £. 0.) 103.7 miles Irom Joncevert O

) a1 T SRR T

Other post offices in the county but situnted on ster or MR
’ = x '

rurel freec delivery routes are:
Eoyer, surr, Eiray, srost,
ureen ba:k, Hillsboro, Jacox, dunte ~svi
Linwooad, Lobelie, hﬂca. Hlllugﬁ

-

spice, idnneh

Onoto, Slaty rork,

foodrow.




Jucnitn s, Dilley
2ocohontas vounte
April 12, 1941

Chrpter B8gection z¢

nailronds

festern Maryland nailroad--Spruce branch

thie branch of the reilraad wes built by the Greenliricr,

vhost snd =lk xeilrosd Uompony in 1911. their vertificate of
incorporation as found 1 veed »ook 46 page 288 ies eps follows.

' September 27, 1910. the reilroed vhich tiis cosporation
proposes to build will commence at or near semis in sandolph &=
wounty on the Shevers rarx of cheet Ziver t ence by =he most
practicable route b way >f the valley of Shavers rork of Cheet
aiver iuty Fo_shoutas vounty to the wiuters of Big Spring oSrench

o a1k “iver and by way of the valley of &1k to some point nesr

o
(Rl

er Springs in nebster vounty; with a branchk up tkhe 0ld =ield
rork of alk niver tH some point on the Harxlinton &nd vemden

anilrond in focchontss; with & Lranch line fron thatipointaat

& near the mouth of dlrty rork and up Slaty Fork Creakatons ‘43
int on the v and U Rajlrond at Vlover Lick; and with & r

ine Irom eome point at or near the mouth of Valley Ehs
if Ziver in mandolph county. the principal businessie
% AL Aape. .
she oapltal stock was 50,000 divided into sha
#8CR. The phareholders ware: s
S8 ..:._--g'(gr “scwsafigw YO0rk \,1‘,-_-----«.-‘

L..’; e "'c“!---.- L]

- -
ORE ve MRS evcnee dow 102k O T —

wEirgs 8. Teriinee« Bew Tork viny.




WuSTIUN MARYLAND RATIROAD in POUAHONTAS

Durbin sranch

> n

the Jurbin sranch of the “estern Marylend Xailway
extends from xlkins in xandolph County, to Durbin and there
connects with the Sheesapeske and Ohio Zailroad-treenbrier Division
According to J. W. Broome, Superintendem£, this branch was
completed by the Coal and Iron Railwaey Company on August 1,

1903, and wee purchased by the present owners on November 1,

1805. In Pocahontas County there are 17.62 miles of main track

with 2.01 miles of sidings.”

Spruce Branch
y " During 1928 the ¥estern laryland nailway vompany
purchesed that portion or the ureenbrier, theat and Elk
=eilroad beginning &t Cheat Junction in Rendolph vounty, £nd

extending south along Shavers rork to Spruce, where it turne .

weet, crossing through the mountain‘ passes betwe~n the he&d-
retere or Yygart, vheat and ~lk xivers, and then down Big Spring
fork of =21k niver to thetyillege of Slaty rfork. From this

point it extende northwestward down main =1k =xiver, an%gﬁﬁ
presen into aandolph vounty at the mouth of vouglas Eorﬁmfl'
ihis reilrond ig entirely of standard gauge, thne prinou-':
funetion of which in previoue years was a log carrier fjgﬁ
*he Test dirginia Zulp end fnper vompany. ihis railrosd ®

provide & genaral freight and passenger service in

. -
s e

1977, which mlso includes extoneive coal deps

eceiecu Tebeter, southern mandolph and nortk
wounties, sro®-=t. wa, wanlopical




Ju‘:‘b 1' n- -rga! eh

mhen the Uoel snd lron neilrosd resched what is now

-85‘; Pmﬂ.\in and the bhesape&ke &nd Ohio vhas is S bin
Wz .

poth hal their survejs through what is celled the Narsrows

just above vurhin. Soth rosis were enxious to lay steel through

-

the ££p, but the U, «nd O rusked s crew in Sne Saturday Night
sn October 1v02. Sundey saw intense activities and when evenihg-
cene & flet cer logied wit: ties stool at the eud of the steel.
tnat is vhere the switch is lhcated g¢oing into the Pacahontas

Tenning Lompuny siding at rrank, o the ¢ and U got ahead of

the Uoel and lron. They later extended their line to Winterburn.

poth corpenies had been anxious 1o buili intos thias sention

g0 as to open up the vast +imber sections.

+he Durtin branch of the Western neryland xailroad of

17.62 miles extending from vurhin O +he divide into saninlph
rl
Counity extended through one »f tme richest timber gpections of

the c¢ounty. lumber vompenies cane {n+<> this section a8 gom B8 ' '3
d?#

+he lumber towng of vwildell, n -

i

the railroad was completed end
a—ﬂ&'ﬁ

vestrude, llay. Brsucher, edeline, Vlive and zZurner sprang ﬁﬁ
-~

snd ~lsurished for sbout fif'teen years. ‘the land rose in V&
itil it wae worth something like v5,000,000 o= the timber

sl-ne. and now that the timbe: hse heen cut it is held;gh

thing like ¥5.00 an acre for grazing. the Vorl snd lrom,

s vision of wealth and prospe-ity that nzme ONCe con jur

now the len! hos been ctripped of 1ts tirber andi the r

qom 199%s8 stern anl wild ani naked, At lesst seven pog;{ﬁ

were nllow:d °9 lfoao? Zha all of the churches were

wost 97 the 1rnd 4 now a part »f the

a o P et =
el

rorest.

L |



bPurchase g .
faper uomp:zy?rjh::wizpirnted e
=R R ¢ludes & branch from Slaty fork extending
g érn side of Uauley liountain and entering
“endolph vounty near the northern prong of Big xun, and asnother
branch from SPruce southeastward acrose Back sllegheney
“ountain, Through & mountein pess 3,940 feet above sea level,
dowvn Leatherberk xun, to uass where it connecte with the

end Ohio Railwey. According to Cherles %W. Luke,

Chesspeslke

=&nsger of the vompan poerations at uass, the branch extending

from 3lsty rorx to xendolph vounty on veuley Mountain will =

be teken up after the timhber has been removed rrom that area,

but the branch comnecting the Chesapeake and Ohio at ue

Ve,

~flest

From



